

ADOPTED 3/12/13


Introduced by Council Members Jones and Crescimbeni and 
Co-sponsored by Council Members Gaffney & Boyer:
RESOLUTION 2013-153-A
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING DAVALU “DAVY” PARRISH FOR HER OUTSTANDING CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE JACKSONVILLE COMMUNITY UPON HER RETIREMENT AS PRESIDENT AND CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER OF THE BRIDGE OF NORTHEAST FLORIDA; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, Dr. Davalu “Davy” Parrish was born, raised and educated in Oklahoma, a descendent of Davy Crockett, and moved to Jacksonville with her husband who became the chaplain at Methodist Hospital; and


WHEREAS, in 1982, following the release of a JCCI study on teen pregnancy, Dr. Parrish and three other community leaders transformed Family Health Services, a community health care organization in Springfield, into The Bridge of Northeast Florida, an agency providing health care, social services, academic and employment programs and other assistance to at-risk youth, providing opportunities for healthy social development and relationships and instilling pride in self and in community; and


WHEREAS, The Bridge has grown from its Springfield beginnings to encompass a 5-building main campus, 8 satellite programs throughout Jacksonville, and a partnership with Duval County Public Schools for a national pilot public school at The Bridge; and 


WHEREAS, the work of The Bridge over the past 30 years has been remarkable, mobilizing the assistance of dozens of organizations and thousands of supporters to improve the lives and the future prospects of tens of thousands of Jacksonville’s youth and helping to instill pride, self-respect and hope for the future in young people facing many and varied challenges to success; and


WHEREAS, under Davy Parrish’s tireless and effective leadership, The Bridge has been recognized locally and nationally as an outstanding service provider and innovator in its field, including being named a Best Practice Model by the Pew Partnership’s “Solutions for America’s Cities” initiative, receiving a Community Builder Award from Bank of America, the Sapphire Award for Community Health Excellence awarded by Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Florida, a President’s Grant award by the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, and being named an America’s Promise Place by General Colin Powell’s America’s Promise Alliance, and Dr. Parrish herself being named the EVE Award winner in employment in 2009; and

WHEREAS, Davy Parrish has recently announced the beginning of her adventurous epiphany from active leadership of The Bridge of Northeast Florida, and the City wishes to express its gratitude for her countless contributions to the City over three decades; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby honors and commends Dr. Davalu “Davy” Parrish for her tremendous work over the course of thirty years as President and CEO of The Bridge of Northeast Florida, and wishes her the very best of health, happiness and continued activity in her retirement.  The City of Jacksonville and its citizens, particularly its young people, have benefitted immeasurably from Dr. Parrish’s tireless work and advocacy, and her contributions will be long and gratefully remembered.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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